
33rd INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY 

Partnerships for Peace – Dignity for all (UN) 

Unity in diversity for sustainable peace (Uganda) 

 

Dear Friends, dear Partners, 

Good morning, Bonjour, Hamjambo, Mirembe, Salaam, Shalom….. 

Welcome to John Paul II Justice and Peace Centre. 

Thank you for coming. Thank you for honouring our invitation to be with us today to commemorate the 

33rd International Peace Day, under the theme ‘Partnership for peace – Dignity for all’, and for us here in 

Uganda under the sub-theme ‘Unity in diversity for sustainable peace’. 

This is not the first time that our Centre, together with our partners and friends commemorate this day. Let 

us keep up this good tradition. But more so, let us explore avenues that will make this annual 

commemoration a real source of inspiration for concrete actions that will promote peace and dignity for all. 

Our Patron Saint, Pope John Paul II, who 22 years ago visited this country, was a man with a passion for 

Social Justice and we know that without social justice there can never be peace and respect for human 

dignity. This Centre seeks to follow in his footsteps. Our question, we the staff of JP2JPC and you dear 

friends and partners here present today is this: How can we intensify our passion for Social Justice? And, 

how can we transform this passion into actions that will promote dignity for all, peace and unity in 

diversity? 

We celebrate this 33rd IPD here in Uganda when we are preparing for the pilgrimage of Pope Francis to our 

beloved country, Uganda. Here is another servant of God who is full of passion for peace and dignity for all. 

Two days after being installed as bishop of Rome and Pope, he told the diplomatic corps in Rome these 

words: 

One of the titles of the Bishop of Rome is Pontiff, that is, a builder of bridges with God and 

between people. My wish is that the dialogue between us should help to build bridges 

connecting all people, in such a way that everyone can see in the other not an enemy, not a 

rival, but a brother or sister to be welcomed and embraced! (To Diplomatic Corps, Vatican, 

22nd March 2013) 

May these few hours we are going to pass together today inspire and transform us into ‘pontiffs’, that is, 

builder of bridges between people, thus promoting peaceful co-existence and unity in diversity. 

Once again, karibuni sana! And, I wish each and every-one a pleasant and peaceful stay at JPIIJP. 

Fr. Nnyombi Richard, M. Afr. 


