
John Paul II Justice and Peace Centre (JPIIJPC) 

FEAST DAY, 24th October 2105 

 

JP2JPC celebrates, for the first time in its history of nine years (2006-2015), the feast of its 

Patron Saint, St. Pope John Paul II. Congratulations and happy feast to the founders, staff, 

partners and friends of the Centre! 

 

When this Centre was started and named after Pope John Paul II, the latter had just passed on, 

one year before in 2005. In him we had recognized a model in whose footsteps we would like 

follow in order to achieve the objectives of this Centre. Today as we celebrate for the first 

time the Centre’s Feast Day, we are not only having a model to follow but also a Saint to 

intercede for us before God who requires each one of us “to do justice, to love kindness and to 

walk humbly” with Him, (Micah 6: 8). 

 

A journey of nine years that our Centre has so far travelled has produced many good fruits of 

justice and peace through the works and activities of the three main departments of Research, 

Advocacy and Training. We celebrate these fruits in thanksgiving to God and to all those who 

have contributed to the realization of these achievements. 

 

As we celebrate our feast day, we are also in preparation for the pilgrimage of the Holy 

Father, Pope Francis, to our country. Pope Francis will not only be a pilgrim following in the 

footsteps of St. Pope John Paul II, who 22 years ago was also a pilgrim here in our country. 

He is also following him as a Pope full of passion for social justice and peace, a committed 

advocate for the poor, those living at the margins of Society. His visit will be a good occasion 

for our Centre to review the journey so far travelled in order to go forward with more zeal and 

focus on the raison d’être of this Centre. 

 

The main objective of starting this Centre was to ‘make the Catholic Social Teaching more 

known, more understood and more effective’. The present social challenges in our country 

require of the Centre to double its efforts in collaboration and partnership with others so as to 

be able to move a step forward towards that objective. I am happy to note that in the Centre’s 

new Strategic Plan 2015-2018 this has been underlined. (See objective no. 7). 

 

I also note with satisfaction that Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter: Laudato Sì (LS) is one of 

the documents the Centre has earmarked to use for its animation work. This document, which 

is now part and parcel of the ‘body of the Church’s Social Teaching’ as the Pope puts it 

(paragraph 15), is timely for our Country. I encourage not only the staff of JP2JPC, but all 

high and low, to read attentively this letter and act accordingly. Let us “hear both the cry of 

the earth and the cry of the poor”! (LS 49) 

 

Allow me, dear friends, to conclude with a quotation from St. John Paul II from the speech he 

addressed to the young people at Nakivubo Stadium (6th February 1993). Let us hear this 

appeal as being addressed to each and every one present here today: 

 

“Make your voice for truth and justice be heard. Do not be afraid! Keep up your 

courageous questioning and searching for "whatever is true, whatever is honourable, 

whatever is just and whatever is pure" (Phil. 4:8). Claim your right to participate in 

deciding your political, social and economic destiny (cf. John Paul II, Redemptor 

Hominis, 17). Study carefully the Church’s rich tradition of social doctrine. It is the 

master resource for building a society where justice, solidarity and peace will thrive.” 
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