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Dear Friends, dear Partners, 

Good morning! 

Welcome to John Paul II Justice and Peace Centre. 

Thank you for coming. Thank you for responding positively to our invitation to be with us today at the  

launching of the findings of the research made on Maternal Health in North Eastern Uganda, in the districts 

of Amuru, Otuke, Ngora and Nakapiripirit. 

Allow me in a special way to thank our partners of TROCAIRE who funded this research and all those who 

were involved in this research. Thank you very much! 

Experts in humanity say that the three things dearest to human beings are: one’s mother, culture and 

religion. And I think that of these ‘three dearest things to humanity’, the most dearest and most important 

is the mother for it is from her that we have come into being and it is from her that most of us, if not all of 

us, have learnt our cultures and religions! Don’t we say for example that by ‘educating a girl, and therefore 

a future mother, you are educating the nation’? And among the Baganda, don’t we say of a person who is 

very religious that “Eddiini yagiyonka mu mabeere”, literary meaning that he/she breast fed his/her religion 

from her mother?  

Warning us not to insult the ‘religion’ of others, Pope Francis used an expression which again shows us the 

importance of one’s mother: “Curse my mother, expect a punch!” (15th January 2015) 

Without healthy mothers, we will never have healthy people nor have a healthy nation! This research on 

‘Maternal Health’, therefore, was about something very important not only for the areas where it was 

carried out, but also in other parts of this country and beyond, where maternal health is still facing so many 

challenges and threats. To use the example of Pope Francis, these challenges and threats are ‘curses to the 

mothers which need a punch’! 

The objective of any research done by JPII is to provide recommendations for advocacy initiatives which will 

bring about social transformation for better life of the people. In line with this, therefore, what we are 

doing today at this launching is the beginning of the real work of advocacy aiming at improving the quality 

of maternal health in our country in general, and in particular, in those districts where this research was 

made. And for this to be realised, collaboration from all stakeholders is a must and your presence here 

today from different organisations is already a positive sign of the willingness to work together in 

collaboration on this particular issue. 

Once again, thank you for being with us here today for this launch. 

Fr. Nnyombi Richard, M. Afr. 


